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Office  Hours:  Monday,  4:10-5:30,  Faculty  of  Law,  Flavelle318 

Tuesday  after  class,  by  appointment 

416-978-4214 
i  .nedelskv@utoronto 

The  best  way  to  reach  me  is  by  e-mail.  If  urgent,  leave  message  with  my  assistant,  Lynne 

Ross,  416  978  5587,  lynne.ross@utoronto.ca 


The  focus  this  term  is  not  on  critique  of  the  tradition,  but  how  contemporary  feminists 
build  on  the  strengths  of  the  tradition  and  offer  alternatives  to  its  limitations.  In 
particular,  we  will  focus  on  four  overlapping  areas  that  have  been  the  subject  of 
important  critiques  of  the  tradition  by  feminists:  the  conception  of  reason,  the  treatment 
of  the  body,  the  concept  of  autonomy,  and  the  role  of  human  dependence  in  envisioning 
the  autonomous  individual  and  the  competent  citizen.  We  will  see  how  contemporary 
feminist  theorists  are  developing  serious  alternatives  to  the  tradition.  We  will  also 
consider  the  ways  in  which  these  areas — reason,  the  body,  autonomy,  and  dependence — 
are  related  to  one  another.  Taken  together,  the  feminist  alternative  approaches  to  these 
issues  not  only  transform  the  role  of  women  in  political  thought,  but  the  core  arguments 
of  political  theory. 


COURSE  MATERIALS:  Love’s  Labor.  Essays  on  Women,  Equality  and  Dependency,  by 
Eva  Feder  Kittay  is  available  at  the  Toronto  Women’s  Bookstore  on  Harbord  St.  just  west  of 
Spadina.  We  will  be  reading  the  whole  book.  All  the  rest  of  the  materials  required  for  the 
course  are  available  in  a  course  pack  for  sale  at  the  Faculty  of  Law  bookstore. 

COURSE  REQUIREMENTS: 

Two  2-page  papers  offering  an  analysis  of  one  of  the  main  issues  or  arguments  of  the 
readings  assigned  for  that  week.  When  more  than  one  reading  is  assigned,  students  may 
choose  to  focus  on  one,  or  compare  the  two.  Students  will  be  divided  into  6  groups  and 
the  weeks  their  papers  are  due  are  listed  in  the  outline  of  the  readings  below.  The  papers 
must  be  submitted  by  e-mail  to  the  class  list  by  3:00PM  the  Sunday  before  class.  Subject 
heading  for  the  e-mail  should  be:  JPP  PAPER.  Students  will  receive  their  paper  back 
after  class  the  day  the  assigned  reading  is  discussed.  Students  should  be  prepared  to 
discuss  their  paper  in  class.  If  you  know  you  cannot  be  in  class  on  the  day  your  paper 
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is  to  be  discussed,  please  do  your  paper  in  one  of  the  last  two  weeks  of  class  instead. 
Your  participation  in  the  discussion  of  your  paper  is  an  important  part  of  the 
participation  mark.  LATE  PAPERS  WILL  NOT  BE  ACCEPTED.  Also,  if  you 
want  to  improve  your  mark,  you  can  do  an  additional  2  page  paper  at  any  time,  and  the 
best  2  marks  will  be  counted. 

Each  paper  is  worth  10%  of  this  terms  mark. 

Students  will  also  be  responsible  for  two  commentaries  on  (two  different)  fellow 
students’  papers.  Commentaries  should  be  lA  -  1  page  responses  to  the  arguments 
presented  in  the  papers.  The  purpose  is  not  primarily  critique,  but  engagement  with  the 
argument:  what  do  you  agree  with,  disagree  with,  what  additional  ideas  does  the  paper 
stimulate  for  you?  How  does  it  connect  to  your  own  response  to  the  readings? 
Commentaries  are  to  be  submitted  by  e-mail  to  the  class  list  by  5:00  PM  the  evening 
before  class.  Subject  heading  for  e-mail  should  be:  JPP  comment.  Students  should  be 
prepared  to  discuss  their  responses  in  class.  If  you  know  you  cannot  be  in  class  on  the 
day  your  commentary  is  to  be  discussed,  please  do  it  in  one  of  the  last  two  weeks  of 
class  instead.  Your  participation  in  the  discussion  of  your  commentary  is  an 
important  part  of  the  participation  mark.  LATE  COMMENTS  WILL  NOT  BE 
ACCEPTED. 

Subject  heading  on  the  e-mails  are  crucial  since  I  will  be  receiving  e-mail  comments 
from  another  course. 

Each  student  will  also  be  responsible  for  providing  a  1-2  page  summary  of  the  last 
class’s  discussion,  with  a  brief  commentary  about  how  the  discussion  contributed  to 
the  main  themes  of  the  course.  2-3  students  should  volunteer  at  the  beginning  of 
each  class.  The  summary  can  be  done  collectively  or  individually.  It  should  be  e- 
mailed  or  posted  the  Sunday  before  class. 

The  two  commentaries  and  the  summaries  are  included  in  the  participation  mark:  25% 
of  this  term’s  mark. 

Final  exam:  55% 

The  final  exam  will  cover  all  the  readings  and  discussions  of  this  term.  Questions  will  be 
available  in  advance,  some  of  which  will  appear  on  the  final  exam.  It  is  a  3  hour  exam. 


WEEK  1.  01/08 
Introduction 

Read  Nancy  Mairs,  “carnal  acts,”  from  minding  the  body,  Patricia  Foster,  ed.  Rebecca 
Johnson,  “Blurred  Boundaries.”  Handed  out  in  first  term. 


WEEK  2.  01/15 


Jennifer  Nedelsky,  “Law,  Boundaries  and  the  Bounded  Self’ 


Susan  Bordo,  Unbearable  Weight:  Feminism,  Western  Culture  and  the  Body, 
Introduction,  pp.  1-15,  33-42. 

Group  1  paper,  group  2  respond 

WEEK  3.  01/22 

Audre  Lorde,  “Uses  of  the  Erotic:  The  Erotic  as  Power”,  in  Sister  Outsider 
Alison  Jagger,  “Love  and  Knowledge:  Emotion  in  Feminist  Epistemology” 

Group  2  paper,  group  3  respond.  Comment  on  both  Lorde  and  Jagger 
WEEK  4.  01/29 

Cheryl  Hall,  The  Trouble  with  Passion,  Ch.  3,  6,  7 
Group  3  paper,  group  4  respond. 

WEEK  5.  02/05 

Evelyn  Fox  Keller,  Reflections  on  Gender  and  Science,  pp3- 1 3,  115-126,  158-176 
Group  4  paper,  group  5  respond 

WEEK  6  02/12 

Catherine  Keller,  From  a  Broken  Web:  Separation,  Sexism,  and  Self,  Ch  4,  “The  Selves 
of  Psyche.” 

Group  5  paper,  group  6  respond 

READING  WEEK 
WEEK  7  02/26 

Jennifer  Nedelsky,  “Reconceiving  Autonomy” 

Dorothy  Allison,  Skin.  pp9-36. 
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Group  6  paper,  group  1  respond.  You  might  want  to  comment  on  the  ways  in  which 
Allison  uses  emotion  as  an  integral  part  of  a  reasoned  presentation  of  the  construction  of 
self  and  autonomy. 


WEEK  8  03/04 

Marilyn  Friedman,  “Autonomy,  Social  Disruption,  and  Women”,  in  Relational 
Autonomy:  Feminist  Perspectives  on  Autonomy.  Agency,  and  the  Social  Self. 

Catriona  Mackenzie  and  Natalie  Stoljar,  eds. 

Linda  Barclay,  “Autonomy  and  the  Social  Self’,  in  Relational  Autonomy:  Feminist 
Perspectives  on  Autonomy.  Agency,  and  the  Social  Self 

Group  1  paper,  group  2  respond. 


WEEK  9  03/11 

Nancy  J.  Hirschman,  The  Subject  of  Liberty,  Ch.  2,  “Historical  Perspective,” 
conclusion;  Ch.  7,  “Toward  a  Feminist  Theory  of  Freedom” 

This  class  will  also  include  an  important  lecture  introducing  Rawls  as  background  to 
Kittay. 

Group  2  paper,  group  3  respond 

WEEK  10  03/18 

Eva  Kittay,  Loves  Labor,  pp.  1-48 

Group  3  paper,  group  4  respond 

WEEK  11  03/25 

Kittay,  pp  49-99 

Group  4  paper,  group  5  respond 

WEEK  12  04/01 

Kittay,  pp.  100-146 

Group  5  paper,  group  6  respond 


IV 


WEEK  13  04/08 


Kittay,  pp.  147-188 

Group  6  paper,  group  1  respond 

REVIEW:  Bring  questions 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


WOMEN  IN  WESTERN  POLITICAL  THOUGHT 

JPP  343 
SPRING  2008 


Read  Nancy  Mairs,  “carnal  acts,”  from  Mindinfi  the  Body,  Patricia  Foster,  ed.  Handed  out 
in  first  term. 

Jennifer  Nedelsky,  “Law,  Boundaries  and  the  Bounded  Self’ . 1 

Susan  Bordo,  Unbearable  Weight:  Feminism,  Western  Culture  and  the  Body  . 27 

Audrey  Lorde,  “Uses  of  the  Erotic:  The  Erotic  as  Power”,  in  Sister  Outsider . 45 

Alison  Jagger,  “Love  and  the  Knowledge:  Emotion  in  Feminist  Epistemology . 50 

Cheryl  Hall,  “The  Trouble  with  Passion,  Ch.  3,6,7  . 63 

Evelyn  Fox  Keller,  “Reflections  on  Gender  and  Science” . 100 

Catherine  Keller,  From  a  Broken  Web:  Separation.  Sexism,  and  Self,  “The  Selves 

of  Psyche.”  . 124 

Jennifer  Nedelsky,  “Reconceiving  Autonomy”  in  Yale  Journal  of  Law  and  Feminism  . 158 

Dorothy  Allison,  Skin  . 175 

Marilyn  Friedman,  “Autonomy,  Social  Disruption,  and  Women”,  in  Relational 
Autonomy:  Feminist  Perspectives  on  Autonomy,  Agency,  and  the  Social  Self, 

Catriona  Mackenzie  and  Natalie  Stoljar,  eds . 191 

Linda  Barclay,  “Autonomy  and  the  Social  Self’,  in  Relational  Autonomy:  Feminist 
Perspectives  on  Autonomy,  Agency,  and  the  Social  Self . 201 

Nancy  J.  Hirschman,  The  Subject  of  Liberty,  Ch.  2,  “Historical  Perspective,”  conclusion;  Ch. 

7, “Toward  a  Feminist  Theory  of  Freedom” . 211 


University  of  California  Press 


